
Good morning! I want you guys to prepare yourselves this morning, because you’re going to be 
hearing pretty much nothing but stories. Now, I think stories are one of the best ways to teach, 
and we see Jesus used this in his ministry by telling stories often to communicate points in 
parables. That said, I’m not Jesus. But I’ll do my best anyways. So, onto the story. 

So last week, we heard the story of Abraham, and the amazing promises he received, and 
how he took this leap of faith to leave his country, and his homeland, not knowing where he was 
going simply because God told him to. Today, I have a little bit of a different story - less about a 
leap of faith, and more about consistent faithfulness. 

I’ve told y’all quite a few of my hitchhiking stories from when I lived in Mississippi, and 
I love to tell them because God’s grace was so abundant during that time. See, when we went 
hitchhiking, I called it the “practical exam” for the program I did down there, where we had 
spent a year learning all about God and His promises, and we would then spend this period of 
hitchhiking, backpacking, and rock climbing learning how to practice trusting God at His word, 
knowing that He would be faithful to us as we were faithful to Him. So we’re on our way from 
Jackson, MS to Roswell, NM and we’re in East Texas, I think just West of Shreveport, LA. 
Anyway, it’s me, my buddy Nick, and our friend Chloe, and we get picked up around 8:00AM by 
this guy named Alan driving a Chrysler 300. 

Now, when Alan had picked us up, he had just got done working a 12 hour overnight shift 
as the foreman in this particular oil field he was working in. And Alan, he goes on to tell us all 
about God had done in his life, and how he had no choice other than to pick us up because of 
everything God had done. Now, this is my favorite form of evangelism, telling people what God 
has done for you, because it inspires hope and believing that God might do the same for 
somebody else. He wasn’t trying to convince us of anything, he was just so excited to share what 
was good because it was good. So here’s what we learned about Alan: 

Alan was a convicted felon. He did time in prison for something he was rightfully 
convicted of, and while he was serving his time, he found Jesus in prison. He came to know the 
Lord, and actively started turning his life around. In fact, he was so blessed by what he found, 
that he went to Calvary so that he could work to serve and minister to other folks in prison. 
During this time, while serving God and other convicted felons, Alan started looking for work, 
and trusted God with the hunt for a job. He ended up landing a job working in this particular oil 
field that, as a rule, doesn’t hire felons. Now, Alan is in charge of that particular oil field because 
of his consistent faithfulness both to his work, and to God. Alan also found himself a sweetheart, 
to whom he’s married and has a beautiful daughter with. They also happen to own a home in a 
beautiful gated community that, as a rule, doesn’t hire felons. 

Alan also went above and beyond to serve us, and it made sense to see the fruit God had 
bore in Alan’s life in his faithful endeavors: he took us to his home, and made us breakfast, and 
proceeded to drive us three hours out of his way after his 12 hour over-night shift. He also gave 
us $100, and found us our next ride before leaving us. Alan had been consistently, persistently 
faithful in his endeavors, in serving others and blessing God, and God blessed him for it. 

Today’s scripture isn’t dissimilar from Alan’s story. Today, we’re telling the story of 
Joseph. Joseph was the son of Jacob, or Israel, who was the son of Isaac, who was the son of 
Abraham - so this is Abraham’s great-grandson. Now, I can tell you what I honestly considered 
doing - I thought about just reading the story of Joseph from up here to you this morning, and 
that would have been the sermon. And frankly, that would have worked, and been great, and 
definitely taken over half an hour. The story of Joseph goes from Genesis chapters 37-50, and it 



is its own lesson and teaching that I so highly recommend you all read later. For now though, I’ll 
be giving a summary with a few focus points that I’ll read from the Bible. 

*Genesis 37, 39-50, select passages*

 There are a few focus points to this story: one, is that Joseph is continually faced with hardship. 
Injustice. Consistently, he’s on the ropes. But there’s a second, larger focus point to this story, 
and that’s the phrase we hear so often throughout, which is that God was with Joseph. With 
Joseph in his slavery, with Joseph in prison, with Joseph when he went to Pharaoh. All the way 
through, in every piece of hardship and every trial, God is there with Joseph. Now, I like to try 
and find consistent themes in the Bible. Sometimes this can be a little difficult when reconciling 
the Old Testament and the New Testament, because we see that God's relationship with man 
changes somewhat over the course of the Old Testament and New Testament. But when we look 
at God's relationship with Joseph, and our relationship with God, I think we find some pretty 
consistent things about God's character. First of all, it's nothing new to us to know that we're 
going to face hardship. As a matter of fact, when we look in the New Testament and what Jesus 
teaches his disciples, we see one of the few things that Christ actually guarantees us is that we 
are going to face challenges, persecution, and hardship. It doesn't necessarily say why, it doesn't 
say whether we're going to be facing hardship as the due payment for our actions, all it says is 
that we will face hardship. But there's also a guarantee that comes in the midst of that, and it's a 
guarantee that was lived out in the life of Joseph, and it's a guarantee that Jesus gives us, which is 
that regardless what we might be slaves to, regardless what prisons we might be in, that God is 
going to be there with us. Our trial is not just taking a large leap of faith, but instead is living out 
steadfast faithfulness to God even in the most challenging situations and circumstances. But we 
get to know that regardless, God will always be faithful to us. That every time that we find 
ourselves in the fire we know God is standing there with us. We know that every time we find 
ourselves in deep water, that God is the one who holds back the seas. Jesus promised that he 
would give us a peace that surpasses all understanding, that he would give us peace that the 
world simply couldn't comprehend, and that piece would look like knowing that we would find 
ourselves in prison, and that God would give us the courage and the strength to sing anyways. 

Now before I go any further, there's one key phrase that's used in the story of Joseph. As a 
matter fact, when people are talking about the story of Joseph I think this is the number one 
phrase that gets brought up. It's at the very end of the story, in chapter 50, we're Joseph's brothers 
are afraid that Joseph will seek vengeance. And Joseph says this to his brothers, he says, "what 
you intended for evil, God has intended for good.” Now fundamentally there are two ways that 
we can look at this particular statement of Joseph. The first way, is that we can say that God has 
designed all of these evil things to happen for the sake of some unforeseeable profit. What we see 
in that sense is a God who is manipulative, who is controlling, who designs pain in exchange for 
some good that we may never know. I think that God not only is seen as sadistic, but also is a 
description of God that is incompatible with the rest of the Bible. I think that view of God does 
not fit with what we learn about God from the rest of scripture. Which brings me to the other 
view of this statement from Joseph. And this is the view that I think it's compatible with the rest 
of the Bible and what it tells us about God. What we see in the world is that mankind is cruel and 
fickle and wicked. Yes, sometimes mankind just misses the mark, but sometimes mankind is 
cruel. And what we see in this other view is that despite mankind's cruelty towards our fellow 
brothers and sisters, is that God will always find a way to redeem even the most desperate of 



circumstances. Instead of trampling on our free will, instead of usurping our ability to choose, 
god says, "I will be with you in those choices and circumstances." He says, "I will take what is 
broken, and restore it to beauty.” This does not mean that God creates brokenness for the sake of 
redeeming things. This means that even though sometimes things break that God will be with 
you when they are broken and see them through to beauty once more. That is the god that we see 
in the rest of the Bible, and that we see in the story of Joseph. The Bible tells us where the spirit 
of the Lord is there is freedom, and so it would not make sense for God to desire Joseph to be in 
prison. What does make sense however, is that we have a God who can do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we can ask or even imagine, and that means elevating a man from being cast into 
prison who had no business being there, to the station to rule over the most powerful country in 
the world and to save God’s chosen people by doing so. What we have is a God who redeemed 
Alan, and granted him the desires of his heart because God is faithful to His children. We have a 
God who not only keeps his outlandish promises, but who also is faithful in the slow, persistent 
type of way. What you don’t see in this story is that when Joseph was sold into slavery, he was 
17. He met his brothers again for the first time when he was 37 years old. Twenty years had gone 
by. 20 years of slow, painstaking faithfulness and persistence and loving God and God loving 
Joseph.

So here's the question: what are you a slave to? What prison are you in? For some of us, 
maybe it's literally prison, but for others, maybe it's something harder to see than four walls. 
Maybe it's fear. Maybe it's money. Maybe it's alcohol, or pornography, or work, or food, or your 
health, or something so small or overwhelmingly large that’s keeping you captive that you don't 
even want to engage with it. But the one most important thing that I can tell you today is that 
whatever is keeping you captive is smaller than God. However hard to face this challenge may 
be, whatever it is that plagues you, God will be faithful anyways. 

I cannot guarantee that you will not find yourself in another prison. I cannot guarantee 
you that every other bad thing will be deflected away from you. But what I can guarantee you, is 
that no matter what hardship you find yourself in, that God will be with you there in the midst of 
it. The fact is, God has always been faithful to us. Our challenge is in turn to be faithful to Him - 
not to curse His name in the face of poverty, or diabetes, or injustice, or addiction, but to 
approach Him and embrace Him, because even while we’re hurting, God is right there with us in 
the hurt, seeing us through to the end. He has always been faithful. 

Let’s pray. 


